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Editor's note.   The Charter consists of Statutes 1915, p. 1740, as amended, November 7, 1972. It was 
adopted pursuant to section 8 of article XI, of the state constitution, ratified by a majority of the 
qualified electors at a special city election held on October 14, 1914, approved and ratified by state 
legislation on January 28, 1915, and filed with the secretary of state on January 30, 1915.

     All amendments to the Charter, up to and including those of November 7, 1978, are indicated by 
historical citations following the amended sections or by editor's notes. Unless so indicated, each 
section derives unchanged as originally adopted.

     The catchlines to the sections have been supplied by the editors and are unofficial. They are for 
information only and should not be construed to restrict, limit or affect the contents of the sections of 
the Charter. The numbering is unchanged.

Article I. Name and Rights of City

     § 1.     Continuation of existing municipal corporation; name; to have 
perpetual succession

     § 2.     Rights and property to remain vested with city; liabilities unimpaired

Article II. Boundaries and Districts of City.

     § 3.     Boundaries to continue as established

     § 4.     City divided into five districts; districts designated

     § 5.     Changes of boundary line of districts

     § 6.     Assignment of annexed territory to districts
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Article III. General Provisions Relating to Officers

     § 7.     Elective officials designated-Residence requirements

     § 8.     Appointment and assignment of chief appointive officers to 
departments

     § 9.     Appointment and assignment of minor appointive officers

     § 10.     Composition of council-Residence requirements

     § 11.     Terms of office of councilpersons

     § 11.5.     Limitations on terms of councilpersons

     § 12.     When elective offices become vacant; vacancy resulting from 
councilpersons moving from district

     § 13.     Filling vacancies

     § 14.     Bonds of officers and employees-Required; payment of premiums

     § 15.     Same-Conditions; approval; endorsement; filing; compliance with 
applicable law

     § 16.     Same-Change of penal sum of bonds

     § 17.     Oaths of office

     § 18.     Salaries-Generally

     § 19.     Repealed

     § 20.     Use of political influence by city officers or nominees

     § 21.     Working and soliciting in city elections

     § 22.     Administration of oaths; subpoenas

Article IV. Mayor
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     § 23.     Powers and duties generally

     § 24.     Absence or disability; mayor pro tempore

     § 25.     Reports on city affairs; recommendations to council

     § 26.     To keep informed on public utility companies' compliance with law; 
observation of franchises, permits and privileges; institution of actions

Article V. Executive and Administrative Departments

     § 28.     Five departments designated; supervision of departments

     § 29.     Designation of councilpersons to serve as mayor, vice mayor and as 
supervisor of city departments

     § 30.     Powers and duties of each department; supervision by city manager; 
creation, transfer, consolidation, etc., of offices and officers

     § 31.     Mayor to serve as head of department during vacancy of assigned 
councilperson

     § 32.     Annual accounting of books, records and reports; report of accountant

     § 33.     Annual report-Required of each department and board

     § 35.     Councilperson holding other city offices

     § 36.     Repealed

Article VI. The Council

     § 37.     Powers vested in council

     § 39.     Time and place of meetings; manner of calling special meetings

     § 40.     Legislative sessions to be open to public

     § 42.     To judge qualifications of its members and election returns; rules of 
procedure; compelling attendance at meetings
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     § 43.     Legislative matters to be by ordinance or resolution; other action of 
council

     § 44.     When ayes and noes to be taken; members present to vote

     § 45.     Three affirmative votes needed to pass ordinances or resolutions

     § 46.     Brief title to precede ordinances

     § 47.     Enacting clauses of ordinances

     § 48.     When ordinances may be passed: resolutions or order for payment of 
money; franchise ordinances and resolutions

     § 49.     When action by ordinance required

     § 50.     Motions to consider ordinances failing to pass

     § 51.     Signing, attesting, publishing and posting ordinances

     § 52.     Revision, re-enactment and amendment of ordinances

     § 53.     Repeal of ordinances

     § 54.     Record copy of ordinances

     § 55.     Repealed

     § 56.     Debts not to be accrued or warrants not to be drawn in excess of 
available money

     § 57.     Classification and indexing of ordinances; publication of Charter 
ordinances in book form

     § 58.     Annual report of financial transactions and condition of city; 
publication of report

     § 58a.     Repealed
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Article VII. Powers of City and the Council

     § 59.     General powers of city enumerated

     § 59a.     Power to incur indebtedness for off-street parking facilities

     § 59b.     Powers to incur indebtedness restricted

     § 60.     Electors may enact legislation to carry out powers of city and council

     § 61.     Council to exercise general powers of city; additional powers of 
council

Article VIII. City Clerk

     § 62.     Renumbered as Section 68

     § 63.     Powers and duties

Article IX. City Attorney

     § 64.     Powers and duties generally

Article X. Director of Finance and Ex Officio City Treasurer, Assessor and Tax and License 
Collector

     § 65.     Powers and duties of director of finance-Ex officio city treasurer

     § 66.     Same-Ex officio city assessor

     § 67.     Same-Ex officio city tax and license collector

     § 68.     Same-Acting general accountant and fiscal agent

Article XI. Police Court

     §§ 69 through 72.     Repealed

Article XII. City Manager

     § 73.     Office created; to be administrative head of government; supervision 
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and control of departments

     § 74.     Appointment; term of office: compensation; vacancy in office: 
absence or temporary disability

     § 75.     Powers and duties generally; bond

Article XIII. Police, Fire and Health Divisions

     § 76.     Composition of police division

     § 77.     Powers and duties of chief of police

     § 78.     Powers of council relative to police division

     § 79.     Composition of fire division

     § 80.     Powers and duties of chief of fire division

     § 81.     Powers of council relative to fire division

     § 82.     Members of fire division employees of the city

Article XIV. Board of Education

     § 83.     Unified school district; annexed territory to be included in districts

     § 84.     Territory outside city but inside school districts deemed part of city 
for elections concerning school matters

     § 85.     Composition of board; election of members; terms of office; 
nominating districts

     § 86.     Eligibility for board membership

     § 87.     Powers and duties generally of board

     § 89.     Annual organization meeting; selection of president; vacancies

     § 90.     Regular meetings; rules of procedure; meetings and minutes to be 
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open to public

     § 91.     Quorum; issues requiring three affirmative votes

     § 92.     Superintendent of schools-Appointment; compensation

     § 93.     Same-Powers and duties generally

     § 94.     Same-Nomination, assignment and transfer of teachers

     § 95.     Board to elect teachers upon superintendent's recommendation; rules 
for making recommendations

     § 96.     Powers and duties of secretary of board

     § 97.     Repealed

     § 98.     Plenary power and control of school administration vested in board

Article XV. Public Library

     § 99.     Repealed

     § 100.     Repealed

Article XVI. Alcoholic Liquors

     § 101.     Repealed

     § 102.     Repealed

Article XVII. Elections

     § 103.     Three kinds of city elections designated

     § 104.     When general elections are held; when elected officers shall take 
office

     § 105.     When special elections shall be held: method of conducting and 
declaring results of special elections
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     § 106.     Application of general state law governing fifth and sixth class city 
elections

     § 107.     Repealed

     § 107a.      Candidate to sign declaration of intention

     § 108.     Petition requesting primary election; when primary election shall be 
called

     § 109.     When primary elections shall be held; officers, polling hours and 
names appearing on ballots of primary elections

     § 110.     Primary ballots generally-Publication or posting of names and 
offices appearing thereon

     § 111.     Same-Printing; caption; arrangement of names; party, support of 
candidate, etc., not to be indicated

     § 112.     Same-To contain blank spaces for writing in names; written in 
names not to be crossed

     § 113.     Designation of candidates to fill vacancies or serve unexpired terms

     § 114.     Two candidates receiving highest number of votes at primary to be 
placed on general election ballot; exception

     § 115.     Form of general election ballot

     § 116.     Council to provide for conduct, etc., of elections; election precincts

     § 116a.      Ballot arguments concerning city measures

     § 117.     Compensation of election officers

     § 118.     Election returns generally

     § 119.     When returns shall be canvassed; declaration of result

     § 120.     Repealed
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Article XVIII. Finance

     § 121.     Fiscal year

     § 122.     Council to provide for assessment, levy and collection of taxes by 
ordinance

     § 123.     Power of city to have county assess and collect taxes

     § 124.     City manager, department heads. etc., to estimate amounts needed 
during fiscal year

     § 125.     Preparation of budget

     § 126.     Repealed

     § 127.     Repealed

     § 128.     Repealed

     § 129.     Repealed

     § 129a.      Repealed

     § 129b.      Repealed

     § 130.     Taxes to constitute liens on property; attachment and foreclosure of 
liens; sales of property and redemption

     § 131.     Money drawn from treasury to be upon warrants

     § 132.     Presentation and audit of demands against city; drawing checks for 
demands

     § 132a.      General reserve fund

     § 133.     Uniform forms of accounts; state uniform universal reports

     § 134.     Disposition of moneys collected or received by city officers
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     § 134a.      Council may change time limits for collection, reports of, etc., 
taxes exception

Article XIX. Contracts

     § 135.     Expenditures requiring bids

     § 136.     Repealed

     § 137.     Contracts for lighting, heating and power not to exceed one year's 
duration; exception as to contracts with other municipal corporations

     § 138.     Contracts for official advertising; official newspaper

     § 139.     City officers assisting, etc., bidders

     § 140.     Bidder acting in collusion to prevent other bids

     § 141.     City officers and employees not to have interest in city contracts, 
sales, leases, etc.

     § 142.     Public utilities giving commodities or service to city officers and 
employees

     § 143.     Contracts in contravention of Charter to be void

     § 144.     Violations of article deemed misdemeanor

     § 145.     Council to enforce article by legislation

     § 146.     Repealed

Article XX. Streets and Sewers

     § 147.     General state law to govern

Article XXI. Franchises

     § 148.     Control over streets and public places vested in city; right to grant 
franchise for adequate compensation
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     § 149.     Exercise of franchise or privilege limited to authority of law or grant 
by city

     § 150.     Council to designate terms, conditions and duration: no exclusive 
franchise to be granted

     § 151.     Rights of city in streets and other public places declared inalienable

     § 152.     Right to grant franchises for use of streets for railroads, wires, pipes, 
mains, etc.

     § 153.     Grant subject to right of city to provide for safety, etc., of public

     § 154.     Repealed

     § 155.     Right of city to take over property at expiration of franchise; grantee 
to file monthly statement of new construction

     § 156.     When property operated under franchise becomes property of city 
without execution of instrument or conveyance

     § 157.     Applications; deposits; award; city expenses; payments of 
percentage of gross receipts to city and forfeit for failure to pay

     § 158.     Time limitations on construction work under franchise

     § 159.     Lease, assignment or alienation of franchises; including in 
mortgages or trust deeds

     § 160.     Authority of council to examine records, books, etc., of person 
executing franchise; annual business report of person executing franchise

     § 161.     Provision in franchise for determination and forfeiture

     § 162.     City officers and employees not to receive gratuities from person 
operating under franchise

     § 163.     Restriction upon grant of franchise for railroad purposes

Article XXII. Recall
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     § 164.     Procedure for removal of incumbent from elective office contained 
in article

     § 165.     Number of signatures required for petition; to whom petition is 
addressed and presented; petition to request at what election question shall be 
submitted

     § 166.     Forms of individual certificate of petition for recall

     § 167.     Certificates to be separate and sworn to; general procedure for 
handling certificates after presentation; amended certificates

     § 168.     Affidavit of person proposing recall; delivery of affidavit to person 
sought to be recalled and his or her answer

     § 169.     Effect of failure of officer sought to be recalled to resign; when 
election for recall to be held

     § 170.     Question of recall to remain in force if not submitted at time 
specified

     § 171.     Statements to be printed on official ballots

     § 172.     Voting procedure; nomination and election of officers replacing 
recalled officer

     § 173.     Person sought to be recalled to continue in office until election 
results are declared

     § 174.     Recall petition not to be filed against elective officer until six 
months after holding office; deposit of cash required

     § 175.     Additional regulations to carry out provisions of article

Article XXIII. Initiative

     § 176.     Right of electors to propose and adopt ordinances; proposing, filing, 
and signing initiative petition

     § 177.     Proponents' affidavit to be filed prior to circulation of petition; 
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council's statement as to proposed ordinance

     § 178.     Form and contents of petition; reasons for and against to be printed 
on petition

     § 179.     Number of signatures required on petition; enactment by council or 
submission to voters at general or special election

     § 180.     Ordinances which must be submitted to voters at general election

     § 181.     Certain provisions of article XI applicable to petitions

     § 182.     When petition shall be filed; effect of ordinances not submitted to 
voters in specified time

     § 183.     No limitation upon number of ordinances which may be voted on

     § 184.     Limitation upon number of special elections which may be held

     § 185.     Ballots; when approved ordinances become effective

     § 186.     Amending or repealing ordinances adopted by vote of electors

     § 187.     Conformity with certain provisions of article XXII; council to 
provide further regulations

Article XXIV. Referendum

     § 188.     Right to submit ordinances to vote of electors

     § 189.     When ordinances become effective; right of electors to demand 
referendum; referendum procedure generally

     § 190.     Conformity with articles XXII and XXIII

     § 191.     Resubmission of ordinances

     § 192.     When ordinances approved by electorate become effective

     § 192a.      Further regulations by council to carry out provisions of article
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Article XXIVa. Civil Service

     § 192b.      Civil service department created; civil service commission

     § 192c.      City employees to whom article applies

     § 192d.      Examinations of applicants for employment, etc., in civil service

     § 192e.      Method of making appointments; probationary period of appointees

     § 192f.      Removal or discharge from civil service; review of removal and 
reinstatement

     § 192g.      Additional rules and regulations

     § 192h.      Removal of striking employees

Article XXV. Miscellaneous

     § 193.     Effective date of Charter

     § 193.1.      Effective date of certain amendments

     § 194.     Certain officers to hold office, termination of terms of office

     § 195.     First general municipal election under Charter

     § 196.     Ordinances, resolutions and regulations to remain effective

     § 197.     Violation of Charter or ordinance deemed misdemeanor; 
prosecution; imprisonment for violation in city or county jail

     § 198.     Rights of public utilities commission unimpaired

     § 199.     Amendment of Charter

     § 201.     “Streets” defined

     § 202.     Definitions generally
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     § 203.     Rights, actions, contracts, etc., unimpaired

Article XVI. State Employees' Retirement Act

     § 204.     Adoption of “State Employees Retirement Act;” retirement generally
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Alhambra, California Code of Ordinances
CHARTER

ARTICLE I. NAME AND RIGHTS OF CITY

ARTICLE I.  NAME AND RIGHTS OF CITY

SEC. 1.  CONTINUATION OF EXISTING MUNICIPAL CORPORATION; NAME; TO HAVE 
PERPETUAL SUCCESSION.

     The municipal corporation now existing and known as the City of Alhambra shall remain and 
continue a body politic and corporate in name and in fact by the name of “City of Alhambra,” and by 
such name shall have perpetual succession.

SEC. 2.  RIGHTS AND PROPERTY TO REMAIN VESTED WITH CITY; LIABILITIES 
UNIMPAIRED.

     The City of Alhambra shall remain vested with and continue to have, hold and enjoy all property; 
rights of property and rights of action of every nature and description now pertaining to this 
municipality; and is hereby declared to be the successor of the same. It shall be subject to all the 
liabilities that now exist against this municipality.
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CHARTER

ARTICLE II. BOUNDARIES AND DISTRICTS OF CITY

ARTICLE II. BOUNDARIES AND DISTRICTS OF CITY

SEC. 3.  BOUNDARIES TO CONTINUE AS ESTABLISHED.

     The boundaries of the City of Alhambra shall continue as now established until changed in some 
manner authorized by law.

SEC. 4.  CITY DIVIDED INTO FIVE DISTRICTS; DISTRICTS DESIGNATED.

     For municipal purposes the City of Alhambra is hereby divided into five districts, which shall be 
designated respectively, the first district, the second district, the third district, the fourth district and the 
fifth district, and be constituted and described as follows:

     First district - All that portion of the city lying east of the centerline of Atlantic Boulevard and north 
of the centerline of Main Street.

     Second district - All that portion of the city lying east of the centerline of Atlantic Boulevard and 
south of the centerline of Main Street and north of the centerline of Valley Boulevard.

     Third district - All that portion of the city lying west of the centerline of Atlantic Boulevard and 
north of the centerline of Main Street.

     Fourth district - All that portion of the city lying south of the centerline of Valley Boulevard.

     Fifth district - All that portion of the city lying west of the centerline of Atlantic Boulevard and 
south of the centerline of Main Street and north of the centerline of Valley Boulevard. (Stats. 1941, 
3244).

Editor's note: The district boundaries were amended by Ordinance No. 065-3231 on January 19, 1965.
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SEC. 5.  CHANGES OF BOUNDARY LINE OF DISTRICTS.

     The boundary line of any of the said districts may be changed hereafter by ordinance passed by a 
four-fifths vote of the council: provided, that said districts shall be kept as nearly equal in population as 
possible; and provided further, that except where the city boundary is changed either by annexation or 
exclusion of territory, such change of district lines shall not be made oftener than once in two years nor 
within a period of ninety days prior to any general municipal election.

SEC. 6.  ASSIGNMENT OF ANNEXED TERRITORY TO DISTRICTS.

     Whenever any territory shall hereafter be annexed to the City of Alhambra, upon the comple-tion of 
such annexation, the council shall, by ordinance, assign such annexed territory to one or more districts 
contiguous thereto, so as to retain, as nearly as possible, such equality of population.

Disclaimer: 
This Code of Ordinances and/or any other documents that appear on this site may not reflect the most current legislation adopted by the 
Municipality. American Legal Publishing Corporation provides these documents for informational purposes only. These documents should not 
be relied upon as the definitive authority for local legislation. Additionally, the formatting and pagination of the posted documents varies from 
the formatting and pagination of the official copy. The official printed copy of a Code of Ordinances should be consulted prior to any action 
being taken. 
 
For further information regarding the official version of any of this Code of Ordinances or other documents posted on this site, please contact 
the Municipality directly or contact American Legal Publishing toll-free at 800-445-5588. 
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ARTICLE III. GENERAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO OFFICERS

ARTICLE III. GENERAL PROVISIONS 
RELATING TO OFFICERS

SEC. 7.  ELECTIVE OFFICIALS DESIGNATED - RESIDENCE REQUIREMENTS.

     Five city councilpersons shall be elected officials of the City of Alhambra, all of whom shall be 
elected at the general municipal election on a general ticket from the city at large; provided that, of the 
five councilpersons, one shall be nominated by the qualified electors of each district, of which the 
councilperson so nominated must have been a resident not less than thirty days next preceding the filing 
of a declaration of intent to run for office as required by this Charter. The office of councilperson of 
each district shall constitute a separate office. Five members of the board of education shall be elected 
officials of the unified school district, of which the City of Alhambra is a part. All school board 
members shall be elected at the general municipal election on a general ticket from the unified school 
district at large. The five members of the board of education must have the residence qualifications 
specified in Section 86 of Article XIV of this Charter.

Editor's note:  For provisions for schools operating under unified systems, see alternate sections at end 
of charter.

  This section was amended by Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 72, which was approved by the 
voters of the city at an election held June 7, 1966, and by Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 92, which 
was approved by the voters of the city at a special municipal election held November 7, 1972. This 
section was further amended by the voters of the city on March 26, 1996 and further amended at a 
special municipal election held November 2, 2004.

SEC. 8.  APPOINTMENT AND ASSIGNMENT OF CHIEF APPOINTIVE OFFICERS TO 
DEPARTMENTS.

     The chief appointive officers shall be as herein-after designated, and shall be under the jurisdiction 
of the respective departments to which they are severally assigned, to wit: city clerk hereby assigned to 
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the department of public affairs: city engineer and street superintendent hereby assigned to the 
department of public works; director of finance hereby assigned to the department of finance: 
superintendent of building, chief of police and chief of fire division, hereby assigned to the department 
of public safety. Each such chief appointive officer shall be appointed by the city manager, subject to 
confirmation of each appointment by the council.

Editor's note:  This section was amended by Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 72. which was 
approved by the voters of the city at an election held June 7, 1966. This section was further amended by 
the voters of the city on March 26, 1996.

SEC. 9.  APPOINTMENT AND ASSIGNMENT OF MINOR APPOINTIVE OFFICERS.

     Other appointive officers shall be such other officers as the council shall under this charter have 
power to create, which last named officers shall be appointed by the head of the respective department 
to which the same shall be assigned by the council or by this charter. 
Editor's note: This section was amended by the voters of the city on March 5, 2002.

SEC. 10.  COMPOSITION OF COUNCIL - RESIDENCE REQUIREMENTS.

     The council shall consist of five councilpersons, each of whom, including the mayor, shall have a 
vote on all questions coming before the council. To be eligible to the office of councilperson a person 
must be a qualified elector of the City of Alhambra and shall have resided in said city for at least thirty 
days next preceding the filing of a declaration of intent to run for office as required by this Charter. 
Wherever in this Charter the word “commission” is used, referring to the city commission of the City of 
Alhambra, the word “council” shall be substituted in lieu thereof, and wherever in this Charter the 
word “commissioner” is used, referring to a commissioner of the city commission of the City of 
Alhambra, the word “councilperson” shall be substituted in lieu thereof. Wherever hereinafter in this 
Charter the words “president of the commission” are used, the word “mayor” shall be substituted in lieu 
thereof. Wherever hereinafter in this Charter the words “vice-president of the commission” are used, 
the words “vice-mayor” shall be substituted in lieu thereof.

Editor's note:  This section was amended by Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 72, which was 
approved by the voters of the city at an election held June 7, 1966, by Senate Concurrent Resolution 
No. 92. which was approved by the voters of the city at a special municipal election held November 7, 
1972, and by Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 111, which was approved by the voters of the city at a 
special municipal election held November 6, 1973. The wording changes prescribed by this section 
have been given effect throughout the Charter. This section was further amended by the voters of the 
city on March 26, 1996. 

SEC. 11.  TERMS OF OFFICE OF COUNCILPERSONS.
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     Members of the council shall hold office for a term of four years from and after the first day of 
December following their election and until their successors are elected and qualified. The election for 
the offices of councilperson of the first district, councilperson of the second district, and council-person 
of the fifth district shall take place in the year 1974, and every fourth year thereafter. The election for 
the offices of councilperson of the third district and councilperson of the fourth district shall take place 
in the year 1976, and every fourth year there-after. In the case of the incumbents holding any of the 
foregoing offices whose terms of office expire in the year 1973 or in the year 1975, all such terms of 
office shall be extended until their successors are elected and qualified.

Editor's note:  This section was amended by Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 72, which was 
approved by the voters of the city at an election held June 7, 1966, by Senate Concurrent Resolution 
No. 92, which was approved by the voters of the city at a special municipal election held November 7, 
1972, and by Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 111, which was approved by the voters of the city at a 
special municipal election held November 6, 1973. This section was further amended by the voters of 
the city on March 26, 1996.

SEC. 11.5.  LIMITATIONS ON TERMS OF COUNCILPERSONS.

     No person shall be a candidate for election to the office of city councilperson after having been 
elected to the office for three consecutive four-year terms. No person shall be a candidate for election to 
the office of city councilperson who has held the office for more than two years of a four-year term and 
has been elected to the office for the next following two four-year terms. Nothing in this section shall 
prevent any person who has thereby held the office of city councilperson from being a candidate for 
election to the office if at least three years have elapsed since his or her last term of office has expired. 
This section shall not apply to any person holding the office of city councilperson on the date of its 
approval by the voters of the city.

Editor's note:  This section was added by Resolution No. R76-153, which was approved by the voters 
of the city at a general and special election held on November 2, 1976.  This section was amended by 
the voters of the city on March 26, 1996.

SEC. 12.  WHEN ELECTIVE OFFICES BECOME VACANT: VACANCY RESULTING 
FROM COUNCILPERSON MOVING FROM DISTRICT.

     In case any councilperson shall change his or her residence from the district in which he or she 
resided at the time of his or her election or appointment, his or her office shall immediately become 
vacant and be filled as directed in this Charter; provided, however, that in case the boundaries of any 
district are changed, no councilperson whose residence is hereby included within a different district 
from that in which he or she resided at the time of his or her election or appointment shall lose his or 
her office by reason of such change. An elective office becomes vacant when the incumbent thereof 

http://www.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/California...ingtooff?f=templates$fn=document-frameset.htm$3.0 (3 of 7) [4/26/2009 5:20:16 PM]



Document

fails to qualify within ten days from the time he or she receives his or her certificate of election or 
appointment, dies, resigns, is removed from office, is adjudged incompetent, convicted of a felony, or 
of offense involving a violation of his or her official duties or forfeits his or her office under any 
provision of this Charter, or ceases to be a resident of the city or district as required by the preceding 
paragraph of this section; or shall have been absent from the city without leave of the council for more 
than thirty consecutive days, or, if a member of the council or a board fails to attend the meetings of the 
council or a board of which he or she is a member for a like period, without being excused therefrom 
by the council, or, if any other officer than a member of the council or a board shall absent himself or 
herself from his or her office for more than fifteen days consecutively, without such leave. (Stats. 1941, 
p. 3244.)

Editor's note:  This section was amended by the voters of the city on March 26, 1996.

SEC. 13.  FILLING VACANCIES.

     If a vacancy shall occur in the office of council-person, the council shall appoint a person to fill such 
vacancy, but such appointee must be a resident and qualified elector of the district in which the former 
councilperson resided at the time of his or her elec-tion or appointment, and such appointee shall hold 
office, subject to the provisions of this Charter, only until the next general municipal election.

Editor's note:  This section was amended by Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 72, which was 
approved by the voters of the city at an election held June 7, 1966, and by Senate Concurrent 
Resolution No. 92, which was approved by the voters of the city at a special municipal election held 
November 7, 1972. This section was further amended by the voters of the city on March 26, 1996.

SEC. 14.  BONDS OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES REQUIRED; PAYMENT OF 
PREMIUMS.

     Officers and employees of the city, before entering upon the discharge of their official duties, shall 
give and execute to the city such official bonds as may be required by general law, this Charter or 
ordinance. All such official bonds must be given by some lawfully authorized and approved surety 
company, and the city shall pay the premium therefor.

Editor's note:  This section was amended by the voters of the city on March 26, 1996.

SEC. 15.  SAME - CONDITIONS; APPROVAL; ENDORSEMENT; FILING; COMPLIANCE 
WITH APPLICABLE LAW.

     Every bond shall contain the condition that the principal will well, truly, honestly and faithfully 
perform the duties of his or her office, and all bonds must be approved by the council, after first being 
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approved as to form by the city attorney.

     Approval of such official bond must be endorsed thereon and signed by the officers approving the 
same. Each bond, when so approved, shall be filed with the city clerk. All provisions of any law of this 
state, relating to official bonds, not inconsistent with this Charter shall be complied with.

Editor's note:  This section was amended by Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 72, which was 
approved by the voters of the city at a election held June 7, 1966.  This section was further amended by 
the voters of the city on March 26, 1996.

SEC. 16.  SAME - CHANGE OF PENAL SUM  OF BONDS.

     The council may at any time, by ordinance, change the penal sum of any official bond.

SEC. 17.  OATHS OF OFFICE.

     Every officer of the city, before entering upon the duties of his or her office, shall take the oath of 
office, as provided for in the constitution of this state, and shall file the same with the city clerk.

Editor's note:  This section was amended by the voters of the city on March 26, 1996.

SEC. 18.  SALARIES - GENERALLY.

     Each councilperson shall receive a salary of fifty dollars per month, excepting the mayor, whose 
salary shall be seventy-five dollars per month; provided, that such salaries may be changed by a 
majority vote of the qualified electors at any general municipal election. Except where such power to 
fix is otherwise given by this Charter, the council shall fix by ordinance the salary of all other officers 
herein created by ordinance whose salaries are not herein fixed or otherwise provided for.

Editor's note:  This section was amended by Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 111, which was 
approved by the voters of the city at a special municipal election held November 6, 1973. This section 
was further amended by the voters of the city on March 26, 1996.

SEC. 19.  REPEALED.

Editor's note:  This section was repealed by Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 111, which was 
approved by the voters of the city at a special municipal election held November 6, 1973.
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SEC. 20.  USE OF POLITICAL INFLUENCE BY CITY OFFICERS OR NOMINEES.

     Whoever, being a city officer or being in nomination for, or while seeking nomination or 
appointment for any city office, shall use or promise to use, whether directly, or indirectly, any official 
authority or influence, whether then possessed or merely anticipated, to aid any other person to secure 
any office or appointment in the service of the city or any nomination or increase of salary, upon the 
condition that his or her vote or political influence shall be given or used in behalf of any candidate, 
office or political party or association, or upon any corrupt condition, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and every person found guilty of such misdemeanor, as aforesaid shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be liable to be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars, or more than five 
hundred dollars, or to be imprisoned not less than ten days nor more than six months, or to both said 
fine and said imprisonment in the discretion of the court. If the person convicted be a public officer, he 
or she shall, in addition to any other punishment imposed, be deprived of his or her office and be 
forever debarred and disqualified from holding any position in the service of the city.

Editor's note:  This section was amended by the voters of the city on March 26, 1996.

SEC. 21.  WORKING AND SOLICITING IN CITY ELECTIONS.

     No officer or employee of the city shall become a party worker or solicitor in any city election, in 
behalf of any candidate for office, except in his or her own behalf, provided, that nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to prevent or prohibit any such officer or employee from taking part either 
for or against any bond issue or other civic question, except the election of city officers. A violation of 
any of the provisions of this section shall be sufficient cause for his or her removal from office. 

(Stats. 1927, p. 2055.)  

Editor's note:  This section was amended by the voters of the city on March 26, 1996.

SEC. 22.  ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS; SUBPOENAS.

     All officers of the city and members of the council or any board provided for in this Charter shall 
have power to administer oaths and affirma-tions, and every such officer, council or board shall have 
power to issue subpoenas, to compel by subpoena attendance of witnesses, production of books, papers 
and documents, and take and hear testimony concerning any matter or thing pending before such 
officer, council or board. If any person so subpoenaed neglects or refuses to appear, or to produce any 
book, paper or document as required by such subpoena, or shall refuse to testify before any such 
officer, council or board or to answer any question which any officer, or a majority of such council or 
board shall decide to be proper and pertinent, he or she shall have power to take the proceedings in that 
behalf provided by the general laws of this state. The chief of police must, on request of such officer, or 
of any member of such council or board serve such subpoena or cause the same to be served.
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Editor's note:  This section was amended by the voters of the city on March 26, 1996.
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ARTICLE IV. MAYOR

ARTICLE IV. MAYOR

SEC. 23.  POWERS AND DUTIES GENERALLY.

     The mayor shall see that all city ordinances are duly enforced. He or she shall, subject to the pro-
visions of this Charter, be charged with the general oversight of the several departments of the 
municipal government, and shall see that all contracts made with the city are faithfully performed.

     The mayor shall be the presiding officer of the council. He or she may call special meetings of the 
council, and must do so upon request in writing of a majority of its members. He or she shall have the 
right to be present at the meetings of all of its standing and special committees; he or she shall sign all 
conveyances made by the city and all contracts to which it is a party, except as otherwise herein 
provided, and shall acknowledge execution of all instruments executed by the city which require 
acknowledgment.

Editor's note:  This section was amended by the voters of the city on March 26, 1996.

SEC. 24.  ABSENCE OR DISABILITY; MAYOR PRO TEMPORE.

     During the temporary absence or disability of the mayor, the vice-mayor of the council shall act as 
mayor pro tempore. In case of the temporary absence or disability of both the mayor and vice-mayor, 
the council shall elect one of its members to be mayor pro tempore. In case of vacancy in the office of 
the mayor, the vice-mayor of the council shall act as mayor until such vacancy can be filled as provided 
in this Charter.

SEC. 25.  REPORTS ON CITY AFFAIRS; RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL.

     The mayor shall annually and from time to time give the council information relative to the affairs 
of the city, and recommend to its consideration such matters as he or she may deem expedient.
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Editor's note:  This section was amended by the voters of the city on March 26, 1996.

SEC. 26.  TO KEEP INFORMED ON PUBLIC UTILITY COMPANIES' COMPLIANCE WITH 
LAW; OBSERVATION OF FRANCHISES, PERMITS AND PRIVILEGES; INSTITUTION OF 
ACTIONS.

     The mayor shall keep himself fully informed as to the compliance by all public utility companies in 
all respects with law or ordinance, and he or she shall see that all provisions of all franchises, permits 
and privileges granted by the city are faithfully observed.

     The mayor or the council may, and, on written request of the city manager, the council shall cause to 
be instituted on behalf of the city, such actions or proceedings as may be necessary to prosecute 
persons, firms or corporations owning, controlling or operating public utilities, for violations of law or 
ordinances, and as may be necessary to revoke, cancel, annul or regulate the exercise of any franchises, 
permits or privileges that may have been granted by the city to any person, firm or corpora-tion, which 
have become forfeitable in whole or in part or which for any reason are illegal or void or voidable or 
negligently exercised. The city attorney, on direction of the mayor or of the council, must institute and 
prosecute the necessary actions to enforce the provisions of this section.

Editor's note:  This section was amended by the voters of the city on March 26, 1996.

SEC. 27.  ADDITIONAL POWERS AND DUTIES PRESCRIBED BY LAW.

     The mayor shall exercise such other powers and perform such other duties as may be prescribed by 
law or ordinance.
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ARTICLE V. EXECUTIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS

ARTICLE V. EXECUTIVE AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS

SEC. 28.  FIVE DEPARTMENTS DESIGNATED; SUPERVISION OF DEPARTMENTS.

     The executive and administrative powers, authority and duties of the city, not otherwise provided 
for, shall be distributed among and assigned to five departments as follows:

     1.     Department of public affairs.

     2.     Department of finance.

     3.     Department of public works.

     4.     Department of public safety.

     5.     Department of supplies.

     The department of public affairs shall be under the supervision of the mayor, subject to the 
provisions of this Charter, and each of the other departments shall be under the supervision of one of 
the other councilpersons, according and subject to the provisions of this Charter.

SEC. 29.  DESIGNATION OF COUNCIL- PERSONS TO SERVE AS MAYOR, VICE MAYOR 
AND AS SUPERVISOR OF CITY DEPARTMENTS.

     A.     The following offices are established in the City of Alhambra:

     1.     Mayor and councilperson of public affairs.

     2.     Vice Mayor and councilperson of the department of finance.
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     3.     Councilperson of the department of public works.

     4.     Councilperson of the department of public safety.

     5.     Councilperson of the department of supplies.

     B.     Commencing with the second regular meeting in August, 1984, the office of MAYOR AND 
COUNCILPERSON OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS shall be routinely rotated by councilmanic district for a 
term of nine months each as provided for herein.

DISTRICT          FROM          TO

Third District          August, 1984          May, 1985

Fifth District          May, 1985          February, 1986

Second District     February, 1986     November, 1986

Fourth District          November, 1986     August, 1987

First District          August, 1987          May, 1988

Third District          May, 1988          February, 1989

Fifth District          February, 1989     November, 1989

Second District     November, 1989     August, 1990

     C.     Commencing with the second regular meeting in August, 1984, the office of VICE MAYOR 
AND COUNCILPERSON OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE shall be routinely rotated by 
councilmanic district for a term of nine months each as provided for herein.

DISTRICT          FROM          TO

Fifth District          August, 1984          May, 1985

Second District     May, 1985          February, 1986

Fourth District          February, 1986     November, 1986

First District          November, 1986     August, 1987
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Third District          August, 1987          May, 1988

Fifth District          May, 1988          February, 1989

Second District     February, 1989     November, 1989

Fourth District          November, 1989     August, 1990

     D.     Commencing with the second regular meeting in August, 1984, the office of COUNCIL-
PERSON OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS shall be routinely rotated by councilmanic 
district for a term of nine months each as provided for herein.

DISTRICT          FROM          TO

Second District     August, 1984          May, 1985

Fourth District          May, 1985          February, 1986

First District          February, 1986     November, 1986

Third District          November, 1986     August, 1987

Fifth District          August, 1987          May, 1988

Second District     May, 1988          February, 1989

Fourth District          February, 1989     November, 1989

First District          November, 1989     August, 1990

     E.     Commencing with the second regular meeting in August, 1984, the office of COUNCIL-
PERSON OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY shall be routinely rotated by councilmanic 
district for a term of nine months each as provided for herein.

DISTRICT          FROM          TO

Fourth District          August, 1984          May, 1985

First District          May, 1985          February, 1986

Third District          February, 1986     November, 1986
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Fifth District          November, 1986     August, 1987

Second District     August, 1987          May, 1988

Fourth District          May, 1988          February, 1989

First District          February, 1989     November, 1989

Third District          November, 1989     August, 1990

     F.     Commencing with the second regular meeting in August, 1984, the office of COUNCIL-
PERSON OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLIES shall be routinely rotated by councilmanic district 
for a term of nine months each as provided for herein.

DISTRICT          FROM          TO

First District          August, 1984          May, 1985

Third District          May, 1985          February, 1986

Fifth District          February, 1986     November, 1986

Second District     November, 1986     August, 1987

Fourth District          August, 1987          May, 1988

First District          May, 1988          February, 1989

Third District          February, 1989     November, 1989

Fifth District          November, 1989     August, 1990

     G.     Commencing with the second regular meeting in August, 1990, those offices set forth in 
Paragraph A. above shall each respectively rotate on a regular basis in the manner described in 
Paragraphs B. through F. above. The terms of such offices shall be for periods of nine months each 
commencing with the beginning of the second regular monthly meeting and terminating nine months 
thereafter at the beginning of the second regular monthly meeting.

     H.     Each such councilperson shall act only in an advisory capacity in all matters arising in his or 
her respective department, and each councilperson shall keep himself informed of all conditions of such 
respective department and report the same to the council.
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Editor's note:  This section was amended by Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 92, which was 
approved by the voters of the city at a special municipal election held November 7, 1972; by Senate 
Concurrent Resolution No. 111, which was approved by the voters of the city at a special municipal 
election held November 6, 1973. This section was further amended by the voters of the city on March 
26, 1996.

SEC. 30.  POWERS AND DUTIES OF EACH DEPARTMENT; SUPERVISION BY CITY 
MANAGER; CREATION, TRANSFER, CONSOLIDATION, ETC., OF OFFICES AND 
OFFICERS.

     Of such powers, authority and duties of the city, there are hereby distributed among and assigned to 
such respective departments, as follows:

     Department of public affairs shall have charge and supervision of:

     1.     The relations of the city with the government of the United States, and the states of the union, 
counties and other municipalities.

     2.     All civic functions, celebrations, receptions and courtesies.

     3.     All matters pertaining to the public library.

     The above powers, authority and duties, assigned to the department of public affairs shall not be 
subject to the supervision and control of the city manager.

     4.     Construction and operation of all public utilities other than those owned or operated by the city.

     Department of finance shall have charge and supervision of:

     All financial matters of the city, except as otherwise provided by this Charter.

     Department of public works shall have charge and supervision of:

     1.     All parks, playgrounds and public buildings and grounds other than school buildings and 
grounds.

     2.     All public streets, highways, alleys and other public places, other than school grounds, 
including all construction therein or thereon and improvements thereof.

     3.     All municipally owned or operated public utilities.

http://www.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/Californi...edepart?f=templates$fn=document-frameset.htm$3.0 (5 of 8) [4/26/2009 5:21:11 PM]



Document

     Such supervision shall include supervision of all construction, maintenance, repair and operation.

     Department of public safety shall have charge and supervision of:

     1.     Enforcement of all police, health, safety and sanitary ordinances and regulations.

     2.     The police and fire divisions.

     3.     Construction and maintenance of all works necessary for the disposition or destruction of 
garbage, the disposition and treatment of sewage and refuse matter.

     4.     The public pound.

     Department of supplies shall have charge and supervision of:

     1.     The purchasing of all supplies and materials used in or required by the several departments of 
the city, subject to the limitations prescribed by this Charter, and to the general laws of the State of 
California.

     All the powers, authority and duties of the city hereby or hereafter assigned to the several depart-
ments of the city, except as in this section specified and except as otherwise provided for, shall be 
under the supervision and control of the city manager.

     The council shall, by ordinance, assign to the several departments, and may change such assignment 
of, any of the powers, authority and duties of the city not by this Charter distributed or assigned, but no 
such assignment or change shall operate to take the same or any thereof from the supervision or control 
of the city manager, except where so specifically provided by this Charter.

     Except by this Charter or otherwise provided, the council shall have power by ordinance to create 
such offices, and employments other than those provided by this Charter and prescribe the duties 
thereof as they may deem necessary and when created shall assign the same to some department; shall 
prescribe the powers and duties of all officers and employees; upon request of the city manager may 
assign particular officers and employees to one or more departments and require the performance by 
such officer or employee of duties in such depart-ments, and upon like request, may by ordinance 
consolidate and place in charge of one officer the functions and duties of two or more of such officers; 
and make such other rules and regulations as may be necessary or proper for the efficient and 
economical conduct of the business of the city.

Editor's note:  This section was amended by the voters of the city on March 26, 1996.

SEC. 31.  MAYOR TO SERVE AS HEAD OF DEPARTMENT DURING VACANCY OF 
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ASSIGNED COUNCILPERSON.

     If a vacancy shall occur in the office of councilperson, other than mayor, then the mayor, during 
such vacancy, shall be commissioner of the department of which such councilperson, whose office so 
becomes vacant, was commissioner.

SEC. 32.  ANNUAL ACCOUNTING OF BOOKS, RECORDS AND REPORTS; REPORT OF 
ACCOUNTANT.

     The council shall employ, for a stipulated compensation, a competent public accountant who shall 
examine, at least once each year, the books, records and reports of all officers and employees who 
receive or disburse city moneys; and the books, records and reports of such officers, boards and 
departments as the council may direct, and make duplicate reports of such examination and file one 
with the mayor, and the other with the city clerk. One of said yearly examinations shall be made and 
completed just prior to the expiration of each fiscal year. Such accountant shall have unlimited 
privilege of investigation, to examine under oath or otherwise, all officers, clerks and employees of the 
city, and every such officer, clerk and employee shall give all required assistance and information to 
such accountant, and submit to him or her for examination such books and papers of his or her office as 
may be requested, and failure to do so shall be deemed and held to be a forfeiture and abandonment of 
his or her office.

Editor's note:  This section was amended by the voters of the city on March 26, 1996.

SEC. 33.  ANNUAL REPORT - REQUIRED OF EACH DEPARTMENT AND BOARD.

     Each department and board shall annually, on such date as may be fixed by the council, render to the 
mayor a full report of all the operations of such department or board for the year.

SEC. 34.  SAME PUBLICATION IN PAMPHLET FORM.

     The council may provide for the publication, in pamphlet form or otherwise, of the annual reports of 
the mayor and of the several departments and boards.

SEC. 35.  COUNCILPERSON HOLDING OTHER CITY OFFICES.

     Except the commissioner of the department of supplies, who may be purchasing agent of the city, no 
member of the council shall hold at the same time any other municipal office, the compensation of 
which is paid out of the municipal moneys; or be elected or appointed to any office created or the 
compensation of which is increased by the council while he or she was a member thereof, until one 
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year after the expira-tion of the term for which he or she was elected.

Editor's note:  This section was amended by the voters of the city on March 26, 1996.

SEC. 36.  REPEALED.

Editor's note:  This section was repealed by Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 111, which was 
approved by the voters of the city at a special municipal election held November 6, 1973.
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