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Attached for your information is the City of Huntington Beach New Development Water
Quality Requirements.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (714) 375-8494.
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City of Huntington Beach - New Development Water Quality Requirements

Introduction

One of the most important responsibilities of the City of Huntington Beach is to provide a
decision making and approval processing framework for new development and redevelopment
that occurs within the City’s boundaries. This ensures that both development and
redevelopment occur in an organized and orderly fashion that reflects the vision and needs of
the community, assesses the environmental issues associated with the proposed changes and
provides a regulatory framework to ensure that standards set by the City are implemented.

In Mav 1997, the City of Huntington Beach certified to the Santa Ana Regional Water Qualitvy
Control Board that it was implementing the new development and significant redevelopment
water quality requirements developed with the County of Orange and other Orange County
cities as required. Since that time, all development and significant redevelopment in the City
has occurred in conformance with the approved program resulting in Best Management
Practices (BMPs) being implemented for water quality improvement in many projects.

The Third Term Stormwater Permit issued in 2002 required the City to provide a greater focus
on the protection of receiving waters and a more rigorous application of BMPs in new
development projects. The development permit approval process carries forward mitigation
requirements in the form of conditions of approval, design specifications, tracking, inspection
and enforcement actions.

Development Project Review, Approval and Permitting

During project review, approval and permitting, the City requires new development projects to
address the quality and quantity of stormwater runoff through the incorporation of permanent
(post-construction) BMPs in project design. The City requires project-specific Water Quality
Management Plans (Project WQMPs) prepared by a registered civil or environmental engineer
for all private projects that meet specific definitions. New development projects requiring a
WQMP will be categorized by the City as either a Priority Project or a Non-Priority Project, the
Pacific City development has been classified as a Priority Project. The primary difference
between a Priority Project and a Non-Priority Project is that Priority Projects will be required to

include Treatment Control BMPs in project design.

The following development requirements are applied by the City to Priority Projects:

Prior to the issuance of any grading or building permits, the applicant shall submit to the City
for review and approval a Project WQMP that:

o Addresses Site Design BMPs (as applicable) such as minimizing impervious areas,
maximizing permeability, minimizing directly connected impervious areas, creating
reduced or “zero discharge” areas and conserving natural areas

o Incorporates the applicable Routine Source Control BMPs as defined in the DAMP
o Incorporates Treatment Control BMPs as defined in the DAMP

o Generally describes the long-term operation and maintenance requirements for the
Treatment Control BMPs,

o Identifies the entity that will be responsible for long-term O&M for Treatment BMPs
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