GLENN LUKOS ASSOCIATES

Regulatory Services

January 7, 2004

Ron Metzler

Shea Homes

603 S. Valencia Ave.
Brea, California 92823

SUBJECT: Raptor Usage and Nesting Study of the Parkside Estates Property, City of
Huntington Beach, Orange County, California

Dear Mr. Metzler:

A biologist from Glenn Lukos Associates (GLA) conducted general raptor surveys that assessed
presence/absence, nesting and foraging use of raptors at the above-mentioned site on May 19, 20,
21, 22 and on June 2, 3, 4, and 5, 2003.

SITE DESCRIPTION

The Parkside Estates Property encompasses approximately 50 acres located within the City of
Huntington Beach, Orange County, California. The 50-acre area was formerly divided into two
parcels, where the northern parcel, consisting of 45 acres, was located within the City of
Huntington Beach and the remaining 5-acre parcel to the south was located in an unincorporated
section of Orange County. The 5-acre “County” parcel has since been incorporated into the City

of Huntington Beach as well.

The property is roughly bounded by residential development and Kenilworth Drive to the North,
Graham Street to the east, the Wintersburg Channel to the south, and development with small
areas of disturbed open space to the west (Exhibits 1 and 2). The majority of the site is
composed primarily of lowland areas supporting commercial agricultural activities. A gum tree
windrow (Eucalyptus sp.) is located along a side slope in the northwestern comer of the site. The
lower 5-acre portion of the site consists of a disturbed lowland area supporting weedy alkaline
plants including, saltgrass (Distichlis spicata), pickleweed (Salicornia viriginca), iceplant
(Mesembryanthemum nodiflorum), five-hook bassia (Bassia hyssopifolia), London rocket
(Sisymrium irio), and canary grass (Phalaris minor). A eucalyptus windrow extends in a
southwesterly direction along the western border of the site in this area.
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During the course of the eight raptor surveys, field workers harvested lettuce (Lactuca sp.) on the
northern 45-acre portion of the site. Within the 45-acre area, the lowlands appear to be disturbed
year round through disking and maintenance activities including irrigation. Historically, the 45-
acre north parcel has had a lengthy history of agricultural practices including farming and
associated disking. A maintenance road is located approximately ten feet east of the Eucalyptus
windrow in this area. A farmed hillslope is located west of the Eucalyptus windrow and had
been recently disked during the survey period. Evidence of human disturbance, including
abandoned maintenance equipment and debris, is common within the eucalyptus windrow.

RAPTORS LOCAL TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

e Red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) - The red-tailed hawk (REHA) is common throughout
California and can be found in a wide variety of habitats. Red-tailed hawks eat small
mammals up to hares in size, small birds, reptiles, amphibians, and some carrion. In winter,
these hawks are largely dependent on mice, but will also take medium to fairly large birds on
the ground. This hawk searches for prey by soaring, but will also perch and pounce, and
occasionally hover. The nesting season for REHAS nest begins as early as February and most
chicks are fledged by the second week in June.

e Cooper’s Hawk (4ccipiter cooperii) — The Cooper’s hawk (COHA) is listed by the
California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) as a species of special concem. This
species is common throughout California and is often associated with deciduous and mixed
forests and open woodland habitats such as woodlots, riparian woodlands, and semiarid
woodlands where the woodlands tend to occur in patches and groves or as spaced trees, rather
than in dense, continuous stands (Beebe 1974, and Evans 1982). Approximately 50% of the
prey taken in the west is avian with the remaining 50% consisting of mammals and lizards.
Experienced birds usually make only a single try at a prey item, and then abandon the effort
should that try fail (Johnsgard 1990). Cooper’s hawks typically will nest in woodlots, conifer
plantations, riparian forests, or forest patches in a matrix of farmlands. COHAs are also
known to nest in residential areas where the trees are mature and provide sufficient cover.

o Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) - The turkey vulture (TUVU) is common throughout most
of North America and inhabits dry, open country, ranch lands and along roadsides where
carrion is common. The TUVU is one of North America's largest birds of prey with a wing
span reaching up to six-feet. Its overall color is brown-black with a featherless, red head,
white bill and yellow feet among mature adults. In flight, the turkey vulture rocks from side
to side, rarely flapping its wings, which are held at a V-angle called a dihedral. In North
























